DAUGHTERS   OF   QUEEN   VICTORIA

absolute quiet did something to arrest the sapping
decline of her strength. Then back to Darmstadt,
where she and Louis had a tremendous public wel-
come, and once more she took up her work, with all
the duties that her new position entailed. But she
was always tired, for she always overtaxed herself;
and she hoped that her mother would understand the
brevity and infrequency of her letters, for after the
day's work was over the fatigue of writing was too
much for her. Her doctor forbade her to go to the
wedding of her niece, Princess Charlotte of Prussia,
and her sister in Berlin was very anxious about her,
for she had grown very frail, though that seemed but
to enhance her charm and her grace. And always
this infinite sadness enveloped her.

She came to England once more in the summer of
1878 with her husband and her children, and spent
a month at Eastbourne* Then rest came to that
gallant and weary spirit, though preceded by weeks
of intolerable grief and anxiety. One morning in
November Victoria, the eldest of the six children,
fell ill of diphtheria, and four days afterwards Alix
was down with it. Early that day the youngest, May,
came romping into her room before she got up, as
Ernie and Frittie had been used to do, the picture
of health and childish high spirits, but when her
mother came back a few hours later from her morn-
ing's work, it was to find that May had developed the
disease in a most virulent form. Next day Irene and
Ernie caught it, and now there were five children
out of six with diphtheria, and May and Irene
were desperately ill. The day after her husband was
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